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Ihe Dixctor ' 

Central Intelligence Agency 


VVhsMn^lon. D. C. 20505 


2 4 APR 1980 


Dear Bud: 

Thank you for sending a copy of your editorial on 
"The CIA’s Use of American Reporters." It is one of 
the most reasoned and balanced discussions of the issue 
I have yet seen. In an era when many news stories read 
like editorials it is refreshing to read an editorial 
which accurately presents the facts and draws some 
logical conclusions. 

I well remember our last meeting at the 
Washington Press Club dinner in April of 1978. It 
is good to hear from you and I appreciate your taking 
the time to write. 

Yours sincerely, 
/B/.Stansfieia Turner 

STANSFIELD TURNER 


Mr. A. A. Smyser 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
P. 0. Box 3080 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96802 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/25 : CIA-RDP90-00845R0001 00390001-4 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/25 : CIA-RDP90-00845R0001 00390001 -4 


ZZ ARTICLE APPEARED 

PAGE 
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15 APRIL 1980 q T 


STAT 


The CIA's Use of 




American 


Should an, American newspaperman ever report back his 
f inding s to the Central' Intelligence Agency? 

The reverse happens all the tiine^ CIA men in American 
embassies overseas-~,the open ones^that is — are among 
the ; best information sources .available to correspondents 
about .developments! in the countries i.wbere . they are sta- 
tioned^. i .A 


tionedW ... - •••*• »**'■ 

They. are . well informed and particularly useful in provid- 
ing background to a correspondent who may be in a coun- 
try four only a short timei'r: / A- '- 'i ' ;■*?.. 

Good' journalists tap this knowledge, but doublecheck 
their information, as they would with any other source, and 
generally find it reliable. >:•' A . ' . i -1 

But what about journalists ! giving . back information in 

■ - ■* !■ -V, .. ' : i ''J* '-•» •, ..*■ ■ 

return? ‘ $ ■ -X •'!- V ‘V 

‘ 'Never for money” was the guideline suggested here two 
y ears >ago!-by three, foreign correspondents attending a 
University of Hawaii Round Table on Asian News, spon- 
sored by the*Gannett Fellowship Program. A A: A'. 

Keyes" Beech,' now of the Los Angeles Times; Dennis 
Bloodworth of the London Observer, and Richard Halloran 
of theNew York Times, all said they talk to intelligence 
agents pverseas,.even exchange information with them, but 
would consider it prostitution to accept paid CIA assign- 
ment*^! ' ‘v- ’ ** * 

Beech termed his relations with overseas agents “mutu- 
allyibeneficial.” . ‘ /• , 


All of this bears on a new flap among journalists over an 
amendment to the 1976 CIA policy that it would not use full- 
time or part-time U.S. journalists, paid or unpaid, for intel- 
ligence activities. 

| At the end of 1977, the new CIA director, Stansfield Turn- j 
er*): amended this policy \to permit exceptions with the 
specific approval of the CIA director. 

: Under this amendment, he told the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, three assignments for newsmen were 
approved by him, but never carried out because of changed 
circumstances. \ ’ 

^Turner defended the policy. He said he sees no harm in a 
newsman helping his government secure important infor- 
mation, so long as he remains ethical and honest in what 
he reports to his journalistic audience. •.? 

President Carter later backed Turner and indicated the 
exceptions also had been cleared with him. 

*;'A number of American newspapers tend to fear any con- 
tact with the CIA will tarnish their reputation for integrity 
and independence. 

•The facts are that contacts always have been frequent, 
and that no matter what we say or do, most foreigners will 
be; suspicious anyway that newsmen are sometimes 
"spies." : 

This will displease some of our journalistic brethren but 
we think the allowance of exceptions specifically approved 
at the highest levels of government is reasonable if frugally 
exercised. ( 

The losses to journalism will hardly .be as great as al- 
leged. The gain to the nation presumably could be signifi- 
cant or else the exception shouldn’t be approved. 

-"Ethical writing and reporting still remains the respon- 1 
sibility of each correspondent and his editors. 
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